


Confidential Personal Wishes
Please email (ministers@austinuu.org) or drop off this form to a minister. It will be placed in a Personal Wishes File in the Lead Minister’s office.
This is a place to share with the ministers any thoughts you have about what would make a memorial gathering feel meaningful to you. You may answer only the questions that matter to you, and you can change your wishes at any time. Your minister will hold this information in confidence, within the congregation’s policies and the law. These notes will guide the people planning your service, while leaving room for changing circumstances and the needs of those who gather. This is not a legal document and does not replace a will, health-care directive, or arrangements with a funeral home. 
There is no need to have everything decided. A few words, a favorite song, or the name of someone to contact can be enough. Add additional pages if you would like more room. If you would like to talk with a minister about any of the sections of this document, please contact us (ministers@austinuu.org or 512-452-6168) and we can set up a time to talk.
1. About You
	Full legal name
____________________________________________________________

	Name you want used in the service and program
____________________________________________________________

	Pronunciation, pronouns, or other guidance
____________________________________________________________

	Date completed ____________________   Date last updated ____________________



Primary family member, personal representative, or other contact:
Name: ______________________________________________
Relationship: ________________________________________
Phone: ____________________  Email: ______________________________
2. What Matters Most 
What would you most like people to remember, celebrate, or understand about your life? You might mention people you love, communities that shaped you, values you tried to live by, or stories that feel especially important.




What kind of gathering feels right to you? It might be quiet or joyful, traditional or informal, held in the sanctuary or somewhere else. Share any wishes you have about the setting, tone, chalice lighting, prayer or meditation, silence, readings, music, shared memories, or traditions from another faith or culture.









Related arrangements the minister should know about (for example, burial, cremation, cemetery plots or preferences, green burial, organ or body donation, military honors):
Please make sure your designated decision-maker knows where any official documentation related to these arrangements are stored. 









3. Readings, Music, and Symbols
Are there words, music, images, objects, colors, or traditions you would especially like included—or anything you would prefer not to include?





4. People and Remembrances
People you would like to be invited to participate in the service (e.g., speak, read, sing, play music, light the chalice, or serve in another role) – please include contact information:






People or groups who should be notified:






Names, relationships, identities, or family structures that should be described with particular care:






Information you would like included in an obituary, program, or spoken remembrance (attach an obituary if you’ve written one or part of one):






Information you prefer remain private or not be mentioned publicly:



5. Gifts, Documents, and Practical Notes
In lieu of flowers, you would welcome gifts to:
Organization(s)(please include website or contact information): 



Reception or hospitality preferences:




Location of your will, advance directive, disposition instructions, funeral-home plan, or other relevant documents:



Funeral home, cemetery, donor program, attorney, or other key contact:





Location of photographs, recordings, biographical notes, or other materials:




6. Please share with the minister your views on the afterlife. 



7. Anything Else You Want Your Minister to Know













8. Review and Acknowledgement
These wishes are offered as guidance. I understand that my minister and those close to me may need to adapt them with care as circumstances arise. I have let someone I trust know that this form exists and where it is kept.
	Signature
________________________________________
	Date
____________________

	Minister or congregational representative received by
________________________________________
	Date received
____________________

	Next review suggested ____________________   Confidential copy stored at ______________________________




It is important that you also share the information contained in this form with key loved ones, especially those who you would like to be involved in the gathering and/or service. Feel free to share this document with them as you feel comfortable, and we encourage you to also have a conversation with them about any content that is most important to you.
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